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Nerve agents and blister agents
are particularly toxic

Nerve agents:

e Tabun (GA), Sarin (GB), Soman (GD),
Cyclosarin (GF),Methylphos-
phonothiolate (VX)

* Routes of entry: Inhalation, Absorption

Blister agents (vesicants)

e Sulphur Mustard (HD),Nitrogen Mustard
(HN), Lewisite (L), Phosgene Oxime (CX)
* Routes of entry: Inhalation, ingestion or
absorption
Nerve and Blister agents
* Vapor density: Heavier than air
Volatility: Volatile to semivolatile

Persistent: Some more so
Dissemination: Liquid
Availability: Not commercially available
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Many industrial chemicals have
high toxicity

Choking chemicals —Phosgene, Chlorine (Cl,)

* Vapor density: Heavier than air

» Dissemination: Liquid or gas

» Legitimate Uses- Plastics, water treatment,
paper, paper production

» Routes of entry: Inhalation

Blood active chemicals - Hydrogen cyanide,
Cyanogen chloride

» Vapor density: Same as or heavier than air

» Dissemination: Liquid or gas

» Legitimate Uses- Plastics, mining, photography
industry

* Routes of entry: Inhalation

Both choking and blood active chemicals

 Volatility: High

* Non-persistent

« Availability: Commercially available
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» Access to unprotected facilities
— Warehouses
— Plant storage facilities
— Analytical laboratories
— Waste storage/disposal
— Construction sites
* No controls or security checks
on procurement
— Chemical supply companies
— Shipping & receiving
* Recruit young chemists

— Synthesize chemicals into
weapons
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